The importance of emergency evacuation
equipment training

Introduction
This guide to emergency evacuation has been produced by Evac+Chair to advise
businesses nationwide on having access to emergency procedure plans in case of a
safety breach, which may include, fire, smoke hazards or even an act of terrorism.
Evac+Chair, the world’s leading manufacturer of the evacuation chairs which offer a
universal solution for smooth stairway descent during an emergency, understands the
importance of awareness on how best to deal with emergency evacuation situations
and fire assessments.
It is essential that businesses have emergency evacuation plans in place alongside
selected team members who have been trained to use vital emergency evacuation
equipment, such as evacuation chairs, to aid the mobility-impaired.
Evac+Chair offers evacuation site surveys and Evac+Chair equipment training services
to any who need it. To book your site survey or Evac+Chair training course, please
visit: http://www.evac-chair.co.uk/.

Emergency Evacuation Plan
Evac+Chair offer advice that extends beyond the provision of stairway descent
equipment, which includes initial site surveys, staff consultation and Evac+Chair
equipment training.
Having a General Emergency Evacuation Plan (GEEP) in place is extremely important
for all UK businesses. This document states all the actions to be taken by staff in the
event of an emergency and the arrangements for calling the emergency services.
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Businesses across the nation must have an emergency evacuation plan in place and
ensure they have considered all scenarios in case of an emergency. It’s vital that all
employees can exit the building safely.
Your business must provide an emergency plan for dealing with situations involving
fire, hazards and security threats. This will be specific to the premises and will detail
the anticipated procedure, ensuring that people on your premises know what to do
in an emergency.

Your GEEP must ensure:
• It’s in a place where all employees and visitors to a public building can access
• All evacuation procedures are made visible with notices for those that may 		
require assistance
• Everyone involved with assisting receives training and is provided with the
relevant information on the building lay out. These people should also be given
information about risks on the premises and what to do in an emergency
• Regular drills and a system to test methods are implemented
• All class 1 medical devices are maintained on a regular basis.
It is also important to make special arrangements to help people with mobility
impairments use evacuation equipment safely.
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Who is responsible?
The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 states that it’s the ‘responsible
person’ needs to ensure everyone is evacuated safely during an emergency.
The Fire Safety Order emphasises risk reduction and fire prevention. One of the main
rules under the order is that workplaces must consider those who may be especially
at risk.
The business owner is the ‘responsible person’ in an emergency. As the responsible
person, risk assessments must be carried out and a fire risk assessment of the
premises must be regularly reviewed. This will identify what you need to do to
prevent fire and keep people safe. A written record of your fire risk assessment must
be kept if your business has five or more people.
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The ‘responsible person’ will need to consider:
•
Fire detection and warning systems
•
Emergency routes and exits
•
Fire-fighting equipment
•
The removal or safe storage of dangerous substances
•
An emergency fire evacuation plan
•
The needs of vulnerable people
•
Providing information to employees and other people on the premises
•
Staff fire safety training
•
Emergency evacuation equipment.

www.evacchair.co.uk

Equipment training guide
Specially-trained staff need to be in place to ensure everyone can escape a building
during an emergency and special arrangements for people with mobility needs must
be considered.
Where evacuation equipment is needed, Evac+Chair is very much part of this process.
The responsible person and specific individuals who will assist the mobility-impaired
during an evacuation are fully trained to use evac chairs and other evacuation
equipment, where needed, by Evac+Chair’s specialist trainers to either dedicated
operator or key trainer standards.
Evac+Chair also carries out site surveys to ensure everyone has the right equipment.
For your business’s evacuation chair training guide and consultation, please visit:
http://www.evac-chair.co.uk/
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Conclusion
Evac+Chair International emphasises the importance of emergency evacuation training
to ensure all workplaces have prepared for an emergency evacuation with all the right
equipment in place.

For your evacuation training and advice, please contact Evac+Chair.
Evac+Chair International Ltd
ParAid House,, Weston Lane, Birmingham B11 3RS Tel: 0121 796 1433
enquiry@evacchair.co.uk www.evacchair.co.uk
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